Killing of schistosomula by taurine chloramine and taurine bromamine.
Eosinophils generate hypochlorous acid when stimulated with opsonized particles. The hypochlorous acid can react with beta-amino acids such as taurine to produce chloramines with a long lifetime. In the presence of bromide, eosinophils generate hypobromous acid which can react with taurine to generate taurine bromamine. As taurine is abundantly present in leukocytes, eosinophils have the potential to generate taurine chloramine or taurine bromamine. With regard to the role of eosinophils in killing schistosomula, we have shown that both taurine chloramine and taurine bromamine in physiological concentrations are able to kill the schistosomula of Schistosoma mansoni.